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crisis the authorities called for the guards, did enough fighting to
re-establish order, and washed their hands of the whole affair*
Pontius Pilate was neither a weakling nor a scoundrel. He was
merely a typical Roman colonial administrator. Once in a while
some queer person like Marcus Aurdius would come to the throne,
who derived a positive pleasure from sending a diplomatic mission
to the mysterious, slant-eyed people of the Far East When they
returned and told of the strange things they had seen, they were
a seven days' wonder. Then the Roman mob tired of them and
went back to the exciting daily shows of the Colosseum.
The Crusades taught Europe a few things about Asia Minor,
Palestine, and Egypt, but the world continued to end on the eastern
shores of the Dead Sea.
The story which finally made Europe * Asia-conscious * was not
the result of a serious ' scientific * expedition, but was due to the
labours of a hack-writer who had never set eyes upon the countries
of which he wrote, a poor penny-a-liner looking for a subject that
might prove popular.
The father and uncle of Marco Polo were Venetian merchants
whose business dealings had brought them into contact with
Kublai Khan, the grandson of Genghis Khan. Kublai Khan hap-
pened to be a man of great intelligence who thought that his
people would be benefited by the introduction of a certain amount
of Western efficiency. He had heard that two Venetians occa-
sionally visited Bokhara, a country in Turkestan between the Amu-
Darya and the Syr-Darya at the foot of the Altai mountains. He
invited them to come to Peking. They went and were received
with great honours. After several years they decided that their
families needed them. The Khan bade them go home for a while
and return and bring their bright young son and nephew Marco,
about whom they had been talking so much.
In 1275, after a trip of three and a half years, Ac Polo family
returned to Peking. Young Marco was all he had been said to be.
He became a favourite at the Court, was made governor of a
province, received tides and honours, but after two dozen years
he got homesick and so returned to Venice by way of India
part of the voyage was on the sea) and Persia and Syria.